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ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

The Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance included at pages 2 and 3 of the 
Notice of Allowance mailed January 11, 2005, characterizes the invention is terms of "a color 
image forming apparatus having the intermediate transfer member arranged with a 
predetermined angle relative to the horizontal line such that a rear side of the intermediate 
transfer member away from the recording sheet is lifted and a front side of the intermediate 
transfer member closer to the recording sheet is lowered; and a plurality of the image creating 
mechanisms are aligned in parallel and are arranged along and parallel to the image transfer 
bed of the intermediate transfer member such that one of the plurality of image creating 
mechanisms firstly forming an image faces the rear side of the image transfer bed and another 
one of the plurality of image creating mechanisms lastly forming an image faces the front 
side of the image transfer bed." Applicants respectfully assert, however, that independent 
Claim 17 does not recite "the intermediate transfer member" and "a plurality of the image 
creating mechanisms," and independent Claim 55 does not recite "the intermediate transfer 
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member arranged with a predetermined angle relative to the horizontal line such that a rear 
side of the intermediate transfer member away from the recording sheet is lifted and a front 
side of the intermediate transfer member closer to the recording sheet is lowered" and "a 
plurality of the image creating mechanisms are aligned in parallel and are arranged along and 
parallel to the image transfer bed of the intermediate transfer member such that one of the 
plurality of image creating mechanisms firstly forming an image faces the rear side of the 
image transfer bed and another one of the plurality of image creating mechanisms lastly 
forming an image faces the front side of the image transfer bed." Thus, Applicants 
respectfully assert that the statement mischaracterizes the invention in unduly narrow terms 
that are not consistent with the actual claim language. 

For the above reasons, Applicants respectfully assert that the statement is understood 
not to apply to independent Claims 17 and 55, as well as the claims depending therefrom. 
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